
To: Mayor Adler; Council Members Harper-Madison, Garza, Renteria, Casar, Kitchen, Flannigan, 
Pool, Ellis, Tovo, and Alter 

Re: Adding a Safe Mobility Bond to the November ballot 

Date: July XX, 2020 

Dear Mayor Adler and Austin City Council Members, 

Austin is on the cusp of transformational change in the ways we get around. Austinites new and old are 
looking for safer, healthier, more pleasant transportation options besides being stuck in traffic behind a 
steering wheel. The pandemic has laid bare both the clear need and the public appetite for a more 
equitable transportation system. That's why we urge you to seize this historic opportunity and, in 
addition to Project Connect, approve a $750 million Safe Mobility Bond for public vote this 
November to fund a citywide network of sidewalks, bikeways, urban trails, and safe streets for all. 

Such a bond will be Austin’s chance to achieve its progressive mobility goals and transform our city into 
one where everyone is safe on our streets and is free to choose how they move around. Walking, 
bicycling, and using a mobility device such as a wheelchair should be enjoyable, convenient, safe ways 
for people of all ages, abilities, and backgrounds to get where they need to go, whether commuting to 
work, taking a safe route to school, running errands, visiting a friend, or enjoying nature. 

Austin has already set bold goals to achieve these visions. The Austin Strategic Mobility Plan aims for 50 
percent of trips to be made in ways other than driving alone by 2039. Through its Vision Zero program, 
Austin has committed to eliminating traffic deaths and serious injuries by 2025. And the Community 
Climate Plan calls for reducing carbon emissions to net-zero by 2050. Now we must fund these goals. 

This is the moment to act. November’s likely high-turnout election will be a generational opportunity to 
advance transformational, safe, and sustainable mobility choices at the ballot. City Council and staff have 
worked diligently to make Austin’s streets safer and more accessible for all and it’s working; people are 
moving around differently, and they’re ready to take the next big step forward. 

With your leadership, we look forward to a $750 million Safe Mobility Bond on this November’s ballot. 
Our organizations and citywide volunteer networks are ready to engage the public to support this bond 
and to embrace a new transportation future for generations to enjoy. 

Thank you for your service to the people of Austin. 

Sincerely, 

[Below list is incomplete and is being added to on an ongoing basis; our goal is support from 50+ 
organizations] 

Jay Blazek Crossley, Executive Director, Farm&City 
Kathy Sokolic, Chair, Vision Zero ATX and Central Texas Families For Safe Streets 
Heidi Anderson, CEO, The Trail Foundation 
Joanna Wolaver, Board President, Austin Outside  
Ted Siff, Principal, Creating Common Ground 
Tom Wald, Executive Director, Red Line Parkway Initiative 
Heath Riddles, CEO, Pease Park Conservancy 
Clinton Sayers, Board President, Shoal Creek Conservancy 



David Todd, Co-founder, Blunn Creek Partnership 
Chris Riley, Board President, Bike Austin 
Adam Greenfield, Board President, Walk Austin 
Garry Merritt, Chief Executive Officer, Great Springs Project 
Charli Krause, Program Director, Generation SERVE 
Jim Wick, Executive Director, MoveATX 
Sinclair Black, Principal, Black + Vernooy Architects 
Heyden Black Walker, Chair, Board of Directors, Reconnect Austin 
Sarah Tober, Executive Director, Scenic Austin 
Amy McGeady, Ph.D., Chief Executive Officer, It's Time Texas 
George Cofer, CEO, Hill Country Conservancy 


